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Vacancy  
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A final farewell to the Parish magazine, 

Regrettably this is the last edition of the Church magazine that will be 

produced and distributed. I want to say a massive thank you to Carole 

and the small team for all the time, effort and creativity they have put 

into the magazine over the last few years. Equally I want to 

acknowledge the great roll of honour of all those who have 

contributed to the production and distribution of the magazine over 

the many years it has run… 

We will still have our monthly ‘Connections’  which is a useful digest 

of what’s coming up over the next month, and our weekly news sheet 

‘this Week @ St Lawrence’.  Times have changed and increasingly our 

Church members and the wider Biddulph community get their 

information from our Church website and our Facebook group.  

Please don’t panic if you don’t do online or you can’t get out of the 

house… if you wish to receive a copy of our monthly connections just 

let Gez know in the parish office and we will endeavour to organise 

this. 

So thank you Carole… thank you Christine, Christine, Ann and Cath… 

thank you to Kathleen and her band of merry distributors and finally 

thank you to our valued readers.  

God Bless 

Steve 

 (& St Lawrence’s PCC) 
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Final Reflections  
 

Thank you for travelling along 

the road with us over the years. 

We are aware that some of our 

readers belong to the 

‘interested-to-know-what's-

happening-in-the-life-of-the-

church’ group, or you no longer 

attend for various reasons. 

Maybe you have moved away 

and receive a copy by post, we 

know that in the past our 

humble magazine has travelled 

by post as far as New Zealand, 

the Philippines as well as to 

various places around Britain.   

 

Like any other publication some 

readers turn to a particular 

page first maybe the vicar’s 

letter or the puzzle page; we 

know of one reader who used 

to read out the Smilelines to a 

group she attended each week 

in a day centre. Recently copies 

of magazines published in the 

early 1900's came to light and 

one extract reported that in 

1915 the PCC discussed the 

future of the magazine -         

“A meeting of the Parish Council 

was held on November 23rd at 

the invitation of the vicar to 

discuss the monthly magazines 

(a) – whether they should be 

amalgamated (b) – published 

free – the advertisements to 

pay for the magazine. At the 

adjourned meeting, at which 

Knypersley was well 

represented, it was decided to 

have one magazine and to 

distribute it free to every house 

in the parish.”    

 

Over the years printing methods 

have changed. Initially it was 

printed by Hagstons who 

operated from a small building 

situated near to Chell’s Builders 

Supplies in Rupert Street. In 

later years printing was done on 

a Gestetner type duplicating 

machine, followed by a series of 

photocopiers each of which 

became more sophisticated up 

to the present day copier which 

prints, collates and staples each 

copy, thus making the collating 

team redundant. Throughout 
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Christmas gift suggestions: To your 
enemy, forgiveness. To an 
opponent, tolerance. To a friend, 
your heart.      To a customer, 
service. To all, charity. To every 
child, a good example.          To 
yourself, respect. - Anon 

the production of the Church 

Magazine many people have 

undertaken to operate these 

machines which often jammed 

and required the services of an 

engineer. Editing has changed 

too, from typing copy onto 

stencils, cutting and pasting 

articles for photocopying, and 

finally on to computerised desk 

top publishing. With the advent 

of the internet each month's 

edition also went on line.  

 

In the rush to meet each 

month's deadline many people 

have given of their time and 

talents to produce and 

distribute the magazine. No 

doubt in the future, memories 

associated with St. Lawrence's 

Church Magazine will prompt     

'do you remember?...' type of 

conversations, but we have 

come to the end of an era as 

we embrace modern technology 

in communicating information.  

 

The Editing Team  
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You can find details of services, events and other 

information about St. Lawrence's on the church 

website  

www.biddulphchurch.org.uk  

Copies of CONNECTIONS can also be found on the 

church website  

Like us on Facebook at                          

www.facebook.com/biddulphchurch  
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What about the 
first Christmas? 

How did the early Christians 
celebrate Christmas? The simple 
answer is: they didn’t!  
 
Christmas was first celebrated as 
late as 336, during the reign of 
Emperor Constantine. The first 
Christians didn’t celebrate Jesus’ 
birth or any other birthdays, 
regarding them as pagan 
customs to be avoided. 
However, the resurrection 
was central to their faith 
and they celebrated this 
event every Sunday. 
 
By the 4th century however, 
many Christian groups observed 
Christ's birthday, although on 
different days. So, in 345, Pope 
Julius I officially fixed the date of 
Christmas as 25th December. 
Why was this date chosen? 
 
Early Christian tradition said that 
Jesus’ birth was announced to 
Mary on 25th March (the 
Annunciation), nine months 
before 25th December. As time 
went on, the Annunciation 
became more associated with 
Mary than Jesus’ birth. It was 
also believed to be the day on  

 

which Jesus died (14th Nisan in 
the Jewish calendar).  
 
In the setting of Passover, as 
Jews from all over the Empire 
travelled to Jerusalem for the 
Festival, it would make sense for 
the Romans to take a census. 
Also at Passover, many lambs 
would be sacrificed at the 
Temple in Jerusalem. ‘He is 
believed to have been conceived 

on the 25th March, upon 
which day also He 
suffered.’ (Augustine). 
 
The date of Christmas 
may also have been 
chosen because the 
Roman winter solstice and 
midwinter festivals took 

place at this time. 'Saturnalia' 
honoured the god Saturn and 
'Dies Natalis Solis 
Invicti' (‘birthday of the 
unconquered sun’) celebrated 
the sun god Mithra. Here we 
also see the Christian church 
‘redeeming’ a pagan festival, by 
investing it with new Christian 
meaning. 
 
This Christmas, let’s not forget 
that we celebrate a real gift in 
real time for everyone: ‘Thanks 
be to God for his indescribable 
gift!’ (2 Cor 9:15). 
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Prayer at Christmas 
Father of all good gifts, 

 

Thank you for the greatest gift of all – your precious Son, 

Jesus. Thank you that He chose to live with us so that all 

who trust Him will one day live with you in peace and 

wholeness. 

 

Help us Father, this Christmas, to keep you at the centre 

of our celebrations and, in the midst of all the busy-ness 

and rush, to know your presence and the peace that only 

you can give. And Lord, may we reflect your love to those 

who don’t yet know that you are real and alive and able to 

help, whatever their situation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

                                                        By Daphne Kitching 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Gillian Reynolds for her monthly contribution 

about Fairtrade. You can keep in touch with the 

organisation’s activities via the website www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 

Watch out for details in the local press about events during 

Fairtrade Fortnight Fairtrade February/March 2018.   
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The Beveridge Report – 

75 years on 

The Ven John Barton looks back on 
an historic watershed for the UK.      

We take it for granted that all 
children will receive secondary 
education, people who are ill will 
be treated under a national 
health service and we will all be 
paid a State pension when we 
retire. Indeed, we regard these 
benefits as routine, perhaps not 
realising this has not always 
been the case.  
 
Turn the clock back to World 
War 2. The British 
people accepted their 
wartime deprivation 
with a strong sense of 
unity and purpose in the 
face of a common 
enemy. At the same 
time, it was recognised 
that long-standing 
inequalities should be rectified 
when times improved. The 
British Government, which was 
then a coalition of political 
parties, commissioned Sir 
William Beveridge to investigate 
the best way of helping people 
on low incomes.  
 

 
The resultant Beveridge Report 
identified five ‘Giant Evils’ of 
Want, Disease, Ignorance, 
Squalor and Idleness. It 
proposed that in return for all 
people of working age paying a 
weekly contribution, benefits 
should be available to those who 
were sick, unemployed, retired 
or widowed. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
William Temple, said “this is the 
first time anybody has set out to 
embody the whole spirit of the 
Christian ethic in an Act of 
Parliament”, for at the war’s end 
the Beveridge Report began to 
be implemented. The 1944 

Education Act 
was followed in 
1948 by the 
founding of the 
NHS. Social 
security 
benefits meant 
people in need 
could be cared 

for from the cradle to the grave. 
Temple had himself published a 
vision for post-war Britain, called 
“Christianity and the Social 
Order”. Temple, Beveridge and 
the economic historian R H 
Tawney had been at university 
together and shared both 
Christian idealism and the urge 
to make it work. 
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This month is the 75th 
anniversary of Beveridge’s 
Report. The Welfare State is now 
woven into the fabric of British 
Society. Like all reforms, it needs 
regular attention to ensure the 
original vision hasn’t been 
obscured over time. Today’s 
Universal Credit is a step in the 
right direction, though its clumsy 
roll-out needs rapid modification 

if the intended recipients are to 
be paid on time. 
Christians may want to reflect on 
the Welfare State. Is it a right or 
a privilege to be beneficiaries? 
Do we take it for granted as our 
due, or are we grateful for what 
we receive? 
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It was: 
 
250 years ago: on 22nd Dec 1767 that John Newbery, the British 
publisher, died. He was one of the first to publish children’s books, 
and the first to do so profitably and sustainably. Known as the ‘Father 
of Children’s Literature’, the Newbery Medal for children’s literature is 
awarded annually in his honour. Think how much poorer your 
childhood would have been, without your favourite stories! 
 
200 years ago: on 7th Dec 1817 that William Bligh, British Royal Navy 
officer and colonial administrator, died. Best known as the captain of 
HMS Bounty when a historic mutiny (the Mutiny on the Bounty) took 
place in 1789. He was set adrift in a small boat with some of his loyal 
crew, but managed to travel over 4,000 miles without any 
navigational aids to Timor, from where he returned to England. It 
makes our modern need of a Satnav to go even 20 miles seem a bit 
pathetic. 
 
150 years ago: on 6th Dec 1867 that (Marie) Jean Pierre Flourens, 
French physiologist and educator died. He was the first person to 
prove that the mind is located in the brain and not the heart. Does 
this mean we should be guided more by reason than feeling? He was 
also a pioneer of anaesthesia.  
 
125 years ago: on 18th Dec 1892 that Tchaikovsky’s ballet The 
Nutcracker was performed for the first time, at the Mariinsky Theatre, 
in St Petersburg, Russia. 
 
100 years ago: on 9th Dec 1917 that during the Battle of Jerusalem, 
the Ottoman Empire surrendered the city to the British. On 11th Dec, 
the British General Edmund Allenby entered the city on foot (rather 
than horseback or vehicle) as a mark of respect, becoming the first 
Christian to control the city in 500 years. 
 

All in the month of December 
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75 years ago: on 1st Dec 1942 that the British Government published 
the Beveridge Report, which formed the basis of the welfare state.  
 
65 years ago: on 5th Dec 1952 that the Great Smog of London took 
place. Dense, cold, smoke-filled fog descended upon London, bringing 
the city to a standstill for four days. More than 4,000 people died.  
 
60 years ago: on 25th Dec 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas 
Message was televised for the first time.  
 
50 years ago: on 3rd Dec 1967 that the world’s first successful human 
heart transplant was performed by a team led by Dr Christian Barnard 
in Cape Town. The patient, Louis Washkansky, survived for 18 days 
before dying from pneumonia due to a weakened immune system.  
 
40 years ago: on 16th Dec 1977 that Heathrow Central (now 
Heathrow Terminals 1,2, 3) opened at Heathrow Airport as a station 
on the London Underground. It was the first airport in the world to be 
directly served by its city’s underground railway system. 
 
30 years ago: on 25th Dec 1987 that in the British TV soap opera 
Coronation Street, Hilda Ogden left the street to become her doctor’s 
housekeeper in the country. It was one of the most-watched episodes 
in the show’s history.  
 
20 years ago: on 11th Dec 1997 that the Kyoto Protocol, aimed at 
reducing greenhouse gas and combating global warming, was 
adopted at a conference in Japan. (Over 190 countries have signed 
the agreement, which came into effect in Feb 2005. Canada withdrew 
in Dec 2012.) 
 
Also 20 years ago: on 11th Dec 1997 that Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams met British Prime Minister Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street – 
the first Irish Republican leader to do so since Michael Collins in 1921. 
 
15 years ago: on 7th Dec 2002 that Iraq submitted a weapons 
declaration to the United Nations in which it stated it had no weapons 
of mass destruction. 
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Smilelines  
The name of God.... 

A little boy arrived at the gate of 
heaven.  There he met an angel. 
‘Before you come in, can you tell 
me God’s name?’ said the angel.  
‘Oh, that's easy,’ the little boy 
replied, ‘His name is Harold.’   
‘What makes you think His name 
is Harold?’ the angel asked 
incredulously. The little boy 
explained: ‘Because at Christmas 
we sing  “Hark while Harold’s 
angels sing...” and also, when we 
pray, we say:  “Our Father in 
Heaven, Harold be Thy Name...”’ 

Camels                 
In a little girl’s Christmas drawing, 
two of the camels were 
approaching the inn, over which 
was pictured a huge star.  The 
third camel and its rider were 
going directly away from it.  ‘Why 
is the third man going in a 
different direction?’ her 
mother asked.   She 
replied, ‘Oh, he’s looking 
for a place to park.’ 

Christmas presents 

Catching her in the act, I 
confronted our three-year-old 
granddaughter.  ‘Are you opening 
your little sister’s presents?’ I 
demanded.   ‘No,’ she innocently 
replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn 
to share.’ 

Warning 

A local priest and a pastor stood 
by the side of the road holding up 
a sign that said, ‘The End is Near!  
Turn yourself around now - 
before it's too late!’ They held up 
the sign as a car approached.   

‘Leave us alone, you religious 
nuts!’ yelled the driver as he sped 
by.  A moment later, from around 
the curve, they heard a big 
splash.  ‘Do you think,’ ventured 
the priest, ‘we should just put up 
a sign that says “bridge down” 
instead?’ 

Where’s the baby? 

For weeks, as Christmas 
approached, a six-year old lad 
kept telling his nursery teacher 
about the baby brother that was 
also soon expected at his house. 
One day the mother allowed the 
boy to feel the movements of the 
unborn child. The six-year old 
was obviously impressed, but 
made no comment. Furthermore, 
he immediately stopped telling his 
teacher about the impending 
event.  

As the school was about to close 
for Christmas, the teacher finally 
sat the boy down and gently 
asked, ‘Whatever has become of 
that baby brother you were 
expecting at home?’ The child 
burst into tears and confessed, ‘I 
think Mummy ate it!’ 
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Silence for Her 

Majesty 

Canon David Winter considers 
the Christmas Message from 
the Queen. 

Exactly 60 years ago the 
Queen’s Christmas message 
was broadcast for the first time 
on television. Finally, the 
newcomer had put radio in its 
place! Families all over Britain 
delayed their Christmas 
pudding to hear, and for the 
first time to watch their 
monarch delivering it.  
 
By modern broadcast 
standards, it was rather odd. 
One could feel the Queen’s 
anxiety about it, the content, 
as most royal messages had 
always been, predictable and 
platitudinous and the accent a 
strange and unique ‘royal  

 

speak’ in which ‘I’ was always 
‘One’ and ‘house’ was 
pronounced ‘hice’. Nobody 
worried. She was a popular 
monarch and she had 
embraced the new ‘medium of 
the people’ to talk to us. 
 
Somewhere in the next 60 
years the whole style and feel 
of the Christmas message 
changed. For one thing, the 
Queen’s accent is now simply a 
bit posh, but completely 
recognisable and normal. ‘One’ 
has gone, and Her Majesty is 
very happy to talk freely about 
her own feelings and faith – 
quite remarkably so in the last 
few years. There are very few 
platitudes, but a great deal of 
hard-earned wisdom in her 
words. At 91, she has mastered 
the great television art of 
talking to rather than at the 
audience. Long live the Queen! 
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Across 

1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) 
(10)  

7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree     
 during a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7) 

8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 
   15th and early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, 
 Nurse Edith …. (6) 

17 Stormy (8) 
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18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened 
 bread, was the Passover menu for anyone unclean 
 (Numbers 9:11) (4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known 
 hymn (7) 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 

 Down 

 1  …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

 2  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the 
 righteous  are as …  as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 

 3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a 
 foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 

 4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family   
 and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8) 

 5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 

 6  Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God 

   (Romans 12:1) (10) 

 9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 

12 One who accepts government by God (8) 

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 
 30:1)  (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his    
 people from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)   

 

Answers on page 21  
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Friendship Club 
 
At the October meeting 
members heard a very 
informative and pertinent talk 
given by local  Police 
Community Support Officer, Karl 
Shields. On departing regular 
member, Eric Lovatt 
commented,  'What an 
enjoyable and worthwhile 
afternoon this has turned out to 
be!' 
  
Members were welcomed by co-
ordinator, Cynthia Dale, who 
said that she had an important 
announcement to make. She 
went on to say that Jean Austin, 
a long-standing regular of the 
volunteers, was celebrating her 
birthday on that day. A rousing 
chorus of Happy Birthday was 
then sung to Jean followed by a 
spontaneous round of applause. 
 
Grace was then said by member 
and Deputy Town Mayor of 
Biddulph, Oliver McGuinness. 
Oliver gave thanks for the food 
that was about to be served and 
for the volunteers who had 
prepared it.  
  
Everyone then tucked into a 
lunch of soup, hearty steak pie, 
served with a variety of 
vegetables, and scrumptious,  

 
 
 
home-made, sticky- toffee 
pudding. 
   
P.C.S.O. Shields, having joined 
the Police Force two and a half 
years ago, is one of, at the 
present time, five P.C.S.O.s who 
are based in Biddulph Police 
Station.  Prior to becoming a 
P.C.S.O. he served in the Royal 
Artillery and completed a tour of 
Helmand Province in 
Afghanistan. 
  
P.C.S.O.s  work  two officers per 
shift with  the Police presence in 
Biddulph being  one sergeant, 
Sergeant Peter Slinn, ten police 
constables and two 
neighbourhood P.C.s designated 
to work alongside the P.C.S.O.s. 
 
P.C.S.O  Shields started his talk 
by giving the members some 
very relevant and up to date  
information about the wide-
spread practice of cyber-crime 
which is a growing problem with 
the perpetrators becoming more 
and more sophisticated as time 
goes by. These criminals use a 
variety of ruses to gain personal 
details such as bank details and 
often pretend to be utility 
officials . Someone in Biddulph 
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was recently 'scammed' by such 
individuals when they pretended 
to be from a gas company. Karl 
told the members that they 
could gain excellent advice on 
how to avoid these scams by 
accessing the web-site produced 
on cyber-crime by Staffordshire 
Police. There is a pamphlet 
available produced by the 
National Fraud and Cyber Crime 
Reporting Centre which also has 
a web-site called 

www.actionfraud.police.uk  
  
He went on to say that another 
common scam was 
someone  'phoning up 
pretending to be from Her 
Majesty's Revenue and 
Customs demanding 
personal details. These 
'scammers’ often told 
people that they were in 
arrears with their tax  returns,  
or that they were due a tax 
refund. Karl emphasized that 
H.M.R.C would never contact 
anyone by 'phone and only 
contacted people by letter. If the 
members did receive such a 
'phone call they should dial 101 
and report the incident. He went 
on to say that 'if anything looks 
too good to be true it probably 
is!' 
 

Tips on keeping safe in the 
home and car security were also 
given to the members. Doors 
should always be locked and 
burglar alarms set whenever 
possible. Members who live 
alone should keep in constant 
touch with their family and 
friends. Members were told that 
they should never let strangers 
into their homes and genuine 
officials can easily be checked by 
a 'phone call to their company. 
The members were given the 
slogan,  'When in Doubt Keep 
them Out!' Criminals should not 

be given an easy 
ride and there are 
several schemes 
available from both 
Staffordshire Police 
Force and 
Staffordshire Fire 
and Rescue Service 

where people can get advice and 
also practical help with security 
door chains and smoke alarms. 
  
With the festive season coming 
up it was important not to leave 
goods and presents on the front 
seat of the car or where they 
can be seen - they need to be 
put into a locked boot. It is also 
important that presents around 
a Christmas Tree are not on 
view from out-side as there was 
a serious local incident, last year 
involving a couple who had left 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPiq7titfXAhUMfFAKHWx9CpQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.connectedly.com%2Fhome-monitoring&psig=AOvVaw1Q-LlRTFN3Rl_KKNvIFoIz&ust=1511608523205178
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Christmas presents on view and 
their home was entered and the 
presents stolen. 
  
At the end of his talk Karl 
welcomed any questions and the 
members responded by asking 
about preventing 'cold telephone 
callers', sufficient police 
manpower and how calls to 101 
were dealt with.  To the last 
question Karl told members that 
any call received by 101 was 
dealt with in order of priority. 
  
The vote of thanks was given by 
Bert Brown who thanked 
P.C.S.O.  Shields for giving up 
his valuable time to come to talk 
to the members and said that his 
talk had been 'full of surprising 

facts and had been very useful 
and informative.’ 
A table had been set up by Karl 
containing a large variety of  
flyers and pamphlets on a 
variety of security aspects. On 
the table were also some 
practical security aids such as 
'purse  bells' and cover security 
wallets for contactless bank 
cards and the members were 
delighted to take a selection 
home with them. 
  
'Friendship Club' member, 
Margaret Mitchell, remarked 'It 
has been a lovely meeting with 
hot and tasty food served 
followed by a talk full of useful 
and important advice.' 
  
Ann Bailey 

Photo Ann Bailey  
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October                       2017  

         
                                                            

Funerals  

 6th  Cyril Roden 85 years  

10th  Jillian Surrey 54 years  

18th  David Lewsley 77 years  

25th  Peter Lawton 61 years  

30th  Bill Turnbull 69 years  

 

Flower Rota:      

         December  

 3rd  Margaret  Smith     

10th  Anita Charlesworth    

17th  Vacant     

24th  Vacant     

31st  Vacant     

Take C-H-R-I-S-T out of 
Christmas and you're left 

with a “miss." - Anon 
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December                           2017   
 

HOME GROUPS MEET TWICE A MONTH - FOR MORE INFORMATION  

CONTACT MEG & KEITH JONES 244770      
  

 Sunday 3rd Advent Sunday  

  9.15am                           Morning Service                                       
Advent a season for sharing Good news… We 
must speak out… we have freedom that many 
other brothers and sisters don't have to share the 
reason for our celebrations… Healthy Church… we 
grow because we share the Good news of Jesus 
with others Acts 5:17-32                                

11.00am  All Age Celebration Service                                  
Advent a season for sharing Good news… We 
must speak out… we have freedom that many 
other brothers and sisters don't have to share the 
reason for our celebrations… Healthy Church… we 
grow because we share the Good news of Jesus 
with others Acts 5:17-32                     

  6.30pm  Service of advent reflection.  

The calm before the storm  

Evening service of music readings and reflection. 
A time to come again to the manger and worship. 
To steal away from the commercialisation of the 
season and to soak up the atmosphere of the true 
Christmas spirit.  

  

Wednesday  6th   

10.00am  Morning Service An unexpected response 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 2:30pm   Ladies Fellowship Christmas Special and Tea with 
Mrs C. Taylor & Team 

 8:00pm  Together to pray  
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Saturday 9th   

  

 9.00am Men's Breakfast  - Meet with other men for a 

hearty cooked breakfast.                                       

Book via the Church Office 513891                                        

Christmas Quiz with the Quizmaster Jeff Hodges  

12 noon ‘til 2pm  Ladies who Lunch Phone Alison 518060  

  

 Sunday 10th   

 9.15am                           Holy Communion                                       
Passionate about prayer – Adoration (monthly 
series reminding us of the importance of prayer) 
derived from Lent prayer course               
Psalm 103 & Luke 2:8-14                                                 

11.00am  All Age Celebration Service                          
Passionate about prayer – Adoration (monthly 
series reminding us of the importance of prayer) 
derived from Lent prayer course               
Psalm 103 & Luke 2:8-14                                                                       

 3.00pm  Service @ Spring Bank Residential Home  

 6.30pm  Evening Service                                                            

Advent Psalms:  Psalm 74  

  

Wednesday 13th   

10.00am  Holy Communion                                         

An unexpected welcome party Luke 2:8-20 

  

Thursday 14th   

 1.00pm Friendship Club  
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Sunday 17th  Joint morning Service  

10:30am                          Holy Communion Advent is a season of 
generosity… we celebrate the generosity of God 
in sending his son… in our family celebrations 
let’s remember to be generous to the poor,       
to the outsider, the lonely…Matthew 1:18-25  

  3.00pm  Service @ Mill Hayes Residential Home  

  5:00pm  Carols by Candlelight 

  7:30pm  Carols by Candlelight 
  

Wednesday 20th   

10:00am  Christmas Service                                            
An Unexpected offer John 1:1-14  

  

Sunday 24th  Christmas Eve  

  9:15am  Morning Service  

  4:00pm Family Carol Service                                       
An exciting retelling of the Nativity  

11:30pm Holy Communion  

Monday 25th  Christmas Day  

 9:15am  Holy Communion  

11:00am  All Age Celebration Service                           

  

Wednesday 27th  No Service  

  

Sunday 31st  Joint morning Service  

10:30am  All Age Celebration Service with Holy Communion                                                 
For this purpose Christ was revealed               
Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 2:15-21  
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Where did Christmas trees come 

from? 

There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first involves 
St Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th century as a missionary 
and found people sacrificing a child to their god under an oak tree. 
Boniface was appalled, and rescued the child. He then chopped down 
the oak tree and found a tiny fir tree growing nearby. He gave this to 
the people and said: “This is a symbol of life. Whenever you look at 
this tree, remember the Christ-child who is the one who will give you 
life, because he gave his life for you.” 
 
The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther in the 16th 
century. It is said that one year he decided to drag a fir tree into his 
home and to decorate it with candles. He used it as a visual aid, 
telling people that the candles symbolised Jesus as the light of the 
world, and the evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life that Jesus 
gives to us. Many of the people who followed Luther were struck by 
the idea, and took up the custom. 

World’s oldest fake tree 

Did you know that it is a family in Wiltshire, the 
Parkers, who claim to own the world’s oldest 
artificial Christmas tree? It was bought                 
in 1886, and is still put up every year. 
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